




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































--------------------------------------------------------Glossary 

operating state 
An "environment" (defined internally by the computer) in which the 
computer must be running for specified functions to be performed. The 3B2 
computer has seven operating states (0-6): powerdown state (0), single-user 
state (1), multiuser state (2), two unassigned states (3 and 4), firmware state 
(5), and reboot state (6). Also called "run levels." 

parallel 
More than one bit at a time. 

parity 
A method of detecting certain data transmission errors. 

partitioning 
A way of dividing a large memory range into more manageable pieces to 
facilitate structuring of a device. Device partitions are applicable to floppy 
disks, cartridge tapes, and hard disks (NOT main memory). 

password 
Passwords are encrypted strings of characters that a user must enter to 
identify himself or herself to the computer. Passwords can be any mixture of 
numbers, special characters, or alpha characters (uppercase or lowercase). 

peripheral devices 
Devices such as terminals, printers, or modems that can be connected to a 
computer. 

port 
The architectural term for a connection between a computer and an 
input/output device (such as a terminal) through which data is transferred. 
The physical connection between the computer and another device is made 
through a modular jack on the computer. 

PROM 
Programmable Read Only -- A type of ROM that can be programmed. 

prompt 
A symbol (or a string of letters and/or numbers) that the computer prints on 
the terminal screen as a signal that it is waiting for input (such as a login or 
a command) from you. The $ is the UNIX system shell default prompt. 

queue 
A list of the processes and/or data (in sequential order) that are being saved 
for processing. 
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RAM 
Random Access Memory - A type of memory in which you can directly 
access any location in memory. 

reboot 
Perform a routine that restarts the UNIX operating system. The main steps 
are loading the UNIX operating system from the hard disk into main 
memory (present contents are overwritten), configuring the system, and 
restarting the system. 

removable storage media 
Floppy disks and cartridge tapes. 

ROM 
Read Only Memory - A type of memory chip that can be read but cannot 
be written. It is used in microcomputers that always execute the same 
program. 

root directory 
The highest ranked directory in a UNIX operating system file system. Root 
is the directory in which all other file systems are created. It is represented 
by the symbol f. 

root login 
The login 10 that you must use when you want to do system administration 
tasks or work that requires you to shut down the machine. Also called 
"super-user login." 

RS-232-C 
The standard serial interface adopted by the Electronics Industries 
Association. 

run level 
See "operating state." 

serial 
One bit at a time. 

shell 
A UNIX system program that processes communication between a user and a 
3B2 computer. The shell is also known as a command language interpreter 
because it translates user commands into a language understandable by the 
computer. 
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software 
Programs that enable a computer to perform its functions. 

spooling 
The process of controlling jobs (through scheduling, queuing, etc.) to be done 
by the computer. 

spool directory 
A directory containing files that are to be transmitted over a network. 

super user 
See "root login." 

System Administration menus 
A special set of menus listing interactive commands that help you perform 
system administration tasks on a 3B2 computer. 

system board 
The card holding the main logic circuits that comprise the processing center 
of a computer. 

user terminal 
A device with input capability similar to that of a typewriter allowing you to 
communicate with a computer. This terminal is normally connected through 
an EPORTS or PORTS card. Refer to "console terminal." 

UNIX system 
A multiuser, multitasking operating system developed by AT&T. 
(Refer to "shell.") 
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